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STRATA TITLES AMENDMENT BILL 2018 

Referral to Standing Committee on Legislation — Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [10.15 am] — without 
notice: I move — 

That in relation to the Strata Titles Amendment Bill 2018 — 

(a) proposed part 12, “Termination of strata titles scheme”, inserted by clause 83 of 
division 3, part 2, to the Strata Titles Amendment Bill 2018 be referred to the Standing 
Committee on Legislation for consideration and report by Tuesday, 16 October 2018; 

(b) the Standing Committee on Legislation of the Council may consider other clauses of 
the bill to the extent that any amendments to proposed part 12, “Termination of strata 
titles schemes”, recommended by it require consequential amendments to the bill; 

(c) in its consideration of proposed part 12 and other clauses of the bill under paragraph (b), 
the Standing Committee on Legislation has the power to consider the policy of the bill 
in those clauses only; 

(d) the house may proceed with consideration of the bill, other than the matters referred 
under paragraph (a), but the Committee of the Whole shall not agree to a resolution to 
report the bill to the house until after the Standing Committee on Legislation reports on 
the referral of proposed part 12 and any related matter; and 

(e) so much of standing orders be suspended to allow the Standing Committee on 
Legislation to meet in relation to this inquiry whilst the Council is sitting. 

By way of explanation, a number of discussions have taken place behind the Chair over the past few days. 
I acknowledge in particular the work of Hon Donna Faragher and Hon Alison Xamon. Members have voiced 
a number of concerns about proposed part 12 and we agreed that the best way of dealing with this in the most 
expeditious manner was to ask the Standing Committee on Legislation of the Council to deal with that. This is 
what this motion seeks to do. 

It is a discrete area of the bill. I am advised by the minister and the advisers that this part of the bill can go to the 
committee and it should not have to disrupt debate on the rest of the bill. The Strata Titles Amendment Bill is 
a significant piece of legislation that has been worked on over many, many years, so there is commitment to 
progressing the legislation. We will await the committee’s report into this discrete part of the bill. Members would 
have noticed that we have included paragraph (e), which provides the option for the Standing Committee on 
Legislation to meet while the Council is sitting. Obviously, that would be subject to party Whips. We have done 
that because there is a short reporting period of four weeks. I know that towards the end of the period when reports 
are due, there is often the need for committee members to catch up for discreet conversations. Paragraph (e) would 
allow this to happen. 

With those comments, I commend the motion to the house. 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [10.17 am]: I rise to indicate on behalf of the opposition that 
we will also be supporting the motion before the house. As the minister has indicated, this reflects a number of 
discussions that have been held behind the Chair between the minister, Hon Alison Xamon and me. I also indicate 
briefly that the opposition supports the Strata Titles Amendment Bill 2018; however, we recognise that there are 
some concerns and contention about proposed part 12, which relates to the termination of strata title schemes. 
Given that, my view, which is shared by my colleagues on this side of the house, is that it is reasonable for this 
part to be referred to the Standing Committee on Legislation for consideration. I thank the minister and the minister 
in the other place for being agreeable to this being considered by the Standing Committee on Legislation. I think 
it is an appropriate role for the committee to play to look at that section. 

I note what the minister said; this legislation has been a long time coming. We are also supportive of the proposal 
in paragraph (d), albeit it is slightly unusual for us to continue to debate a bill while it is being considered by 
a committee. Normally, the process would be, as a general rule, that the bill would be discharged and not dealt 
with until the committee has reported. However, based on the advice that the minister has also said that proposed 
part 12 is a discrete section of a significant piece of legislation, I am comfortable that we can deal with other 
clauses and postpone that section, but we can continue with the second reading debate and go into the Committee 
of the Whole on other matters.  

With that, I indicate the Liberal Party’s support and I also note what the minister has said with respect to 
paragraph (e) of the motion. That should be used sparingly, but we also recognise the fact that given it is a fairly 
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short reporting time frame, there may be occasion when the committee does need to meet and this would be 
a helpful mechanism for it to be able to do that. On that basis, I indicate that the opposition will be supporting the 
motion. I thank the government for allowing it to be put forward in this way. 

HON ALISON XAMON (North Metropolitan) [10.19 am]: I rise on behalf of the Greens to also indicate our 
support for the course of action proposed by Hon Stephen Dawson. As has already been said, I also thank 
Hon Donna Faragher, representing the opposition, as well as the government for the goodwill that has been shown 
in trying to ensure that any outstanding concerns around what is a large reform piece have a mechanism by which 
they can be resolved and aired. I think this is a sensible outcome. The Greens have no desire to hold up the 
legislation as such and are broadly supportive of what the legislation attempts to do. However, we are aware that 
some concerns have been voiced around the issue of majority terminations and it is appropriate that that one 
particular element will be able to receive additional scrutiny via the Standing Committee on Legislation. It is 
appropriate that it is a short turnaround as well because, as I said, we are not interested in having the legislation 
held up unnecessarily. It may be that concerns that have been expressed are able to be assuaged through 
examination by the committee or it may be that perhaps there is room for improvement. In any event, that additional 
scrutiny is welcome. I want to say thank you particularly to Hon Stephen Dawson for the goodwill that has been 
shown to try to progress this legislation in a sensible manner. It is a good course of action. 

The PRESIDENT: I remind members that given that paragraph (e) of this motion deals with a suspension of 
standing orders, an absolute majority is required. I have counted the numbers in the house; an absolute majority is 
present and therefore this motion has been agreed with the concurrence of the majority of the house. 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 
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